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and the managers. Art itself has been a loser by this pitiful
system of attracting and concentrating the attention of the pub-
lic on one person at the expense of all the other actors, who
are depressed and impoverished in order that one lucky indi-
vidual may be enriched and spoiled. The result is the ruin
of managers, the failure of enterprise, and the death of art,
which lives, not by one, but by all.
Shortly after, " Mithridates" was revived for Rachel, who,
in the part ofMonime, elicited new bursts of admiration. The
committee presented her with its first gift, consisting of all the
plays in which she had appeared, each separately and splen-
didly bound, with her name and the date of her first perform-
ance in the part inscribed in golden letters on the back. Short-
ly after, the committee presented to the gentle and sublime
Monime a tiara of gold and precious stones, thus splendidly
recording the triumph of the queen even when she falls in the
snare laid for her by the wily King of Pontus.
Though the public thus graciously received Mademoiselle
Rachel's Monime, critics were not unanimous in its praise, and
Granier de Cassagnac was particularly severe: "Mithridates
was ridiculously played. .... Mademoiselle Rachel uttered fifteen
lines decently^ and all the rest of the part in the coldest and most
colorfa»manner."—Ftwilleton of "La Presse," October 7, 1888.
While one of the writers of " La Presse" thus sweepingly
anathematized the style of the actress, another, and one of no
little influence in the literary world, was as extreme in com-
mendations. The feuilkton of the 18th of December, signed
by the Vicomte de Launay, the pseudonym of the gifted wife of
the editor, extols the talent of Mademoiselle Rachel in extrava-
gant terms. The enthusiasm, however, finds an explanation
in the feuilkton of the 29th, signed by the same nom deplume:
" Mademoiselle Rachel was last Tuesday sublime in ' Bajazet.'
The progress she makes is marvelous. Among the on dits, it
is rumored that Madame Emile de Girardin has just finished
a tragedy entitled' Judith,' written expressly for Mademoiselle
Rachel"
At this stage ef her successful career Rachel was living at
No. 87 Rue Traversiere St. Honors^ a street since called* Rue
de la Fontaine Moli&re, and the contrast presented by her pub-'

